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WILLOW GLEN mid-18th. c. 

One of the two finest examples of mid-18th. 
century Georgian architecture in Calvert County is 
the Weems House, owned by the same family since its er 
erection. The entire house is of brick, flemish bond 
construction with random glazed headers. Five bays 
in length it has a centered hall flanked by double 
parlors. A brick belt course is at each elevation, 
between the first and second floor windows, terminat­
ing a short distance before it reaches the corners. 
Most of the first and second floor windows have flat 
arches, and as a few gable windows retain segmentally 
arched heads the former is apparently an alteration 
of the latter. It is also apparent the roof was 
altered from one having jerkinheads to the present 
gable form in the early or mid-19th. century, probably 
when the existing bracketed cornice was introduced. 
At each end of the structure is a single large chimney 
enclosed within the gable walls. 

All of the interior woodwork of this fine house 
is rather simple in design and execution and fairly 
characteristic of late 18th. century in this region. 



(Capsule) 

Willow Glen. 

Willow Glen is a plantation, much of which has survived from the Eighteenth 
Century and Nineteenth Century. The main house of this National Register 
property is a large Georgian brick mansion, which belongs to the first half of 
the Eighteenth Century. 

Many early outbuildings survive including a double log pen tobacco barn. 
This barn is nearly identical to the one described in Samuel Tatham's famous 
"Essay on Tobacco.. " of 1800. 

There is also a log cabin on the property, which would appear to be an 
ante bellum quarters. 
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Willow Glenn is located on the southeast corner of the inter­
section of Barstpw Road and Stoakley Road, about two miles north­
west of Barstow, Maryland. 

An impressive, Georgian structure of grand proportions, Willow 
Glenn is constructed entirely of Flemish bond with random glaz­
ed headers. It is five bays long with a centrally placed door. 
Although the house is very deep, only two small windows exist 
on each gable end. The windows on the principal facade have 
six-over-six sashes and flat brick lintels. The basement win­
dows have segmental arches. 

A simple water table of protruding square brick encircles the 
house. A three-string belt course separates the first and 
second stories of the house but stops short of each corner. 

A Greek Revival cornice has replaced the original roof trim. 
The second floor ceilings were raised and the pitch of the roof 
changed in the early nineteenth century. 

On the interior, all the fireplaces have simple moldings and 
covered-arch openings. Three of the fireplaces on the first 
floor are angled in corners while the fourth is flat against 
the wall. Huge stress arches in the basement, eight feet high 
by four feet thick, support the fireplaces. 

i 

^ 
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ADDENDUM TO "WILLOW GLEN" 

The outbuildings at Willow Glen form a complex which along with the 
main house documents plantation life in both the 18th and 19th centuries. 
The most significant of these outbuildings is the tobacco barn located 
southwest of the house next to Barstow Road. 

In his 1800 Essay on the Culture and Commerce of Tobacco, William 
Tatham.stated that among the various types of tobacco houses he observed 
in Virginia, "the most ordinary kinds consist of two square pens built 
out of logs." The building which Tatham goes on to describe is nearly 
a perfect description of the structure at willow Glen. 

The two pens there are made out of notched logs and placed on a 
line with each other at the opposite extremes of an oblong square with 
a space large enough to accomodate a wagon left inbetween. The two 
structures share a common roof (as if evidenced by the plates) and when 

_. seen from within the modern structure which now houses them, appear 
quite like the drawing provided by Tatham. 

The pens at Willow Glen are twenty feet square which is one of two 
sizes mentioned by Tatham. Also mentioned in the Essay are the doors 
cut into each of the sides which form the passageway and "sticks of 
tobacco" hung in four foot tiers. The only noticeable difference 
between Willow Glen and the 1800 description is that the center 
passageway, which appears to be narrower than the width of a single pen 
in the Tatham drawing, is identical to the width of a single pen at 
Willow Glen. The length of the entire structure then is sixty feet. 
(See attached plan.) 

A plan providing for square pens made of logs separated by an open 
passageway, but having a common roof apparently constitutes somewhat of 
an American tradition. It is pointed out by H. Morrison, T. Waterman 
and others that in the early 18th Century, the "dog-run" was a common 
plan for log cabins in Virginia and North Carolina. Minus the chimneys, 
windows and chinking necessary for a house, one can see that the two 
plans are identical. The tobacco barn at Willow Glen thus shows that 
a common plan for log construction sufficed for both house and barn. 
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ADDENDUM TO "WILLOW GLEN", continued 

Assuming that Tatham's observations in Virginia in the 1790's are 
applicable to Southern Maryland (and there is little reason not to 
since both were tidewater tobacco cultures which have exhibited many 
similarities in other areas of architecture), we may see the double-pen 
tobacco house at Willow Glen as one of the very few remaining examples 
of what was once a common type. This significance is further reinforced 
when one considers the importance of such a structure to the tobacco 
process which was in itself a determining factor in 18th century 
tidewater society. 
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STATEMENT OF SIONIFICANCE 

Willow Glenn is architecturally important as an example of a 
Georgian-style structure of substantial proportions. It typi­
fies the kind of dwelling erected by Maryland's wealthiest 
tobacco planters of the colonial period.-

In the late nineteenth century George Washington Henry Jones 
lived at Willow Glenn. He achieved prominence in the Barstow 
community as a physician and politician, specifically as a 
state legislator and a county treasurer.2 Fragmentary evidence 
indicates that he inherited the property, then called Ballard 
Farm, from Washington Jones.3 The absence of any Calvert 
County records prior to the 1880's makes it impossible to de­
termine beyond question the documentary history of the property. 
However, other state records indicate that the farm may have 
been named after Levin Ballard who bought property in the area 
in 1832 from the estate of Tubman Long.4 A map made in the 
1820's indicates that a Long lived in a house at the location 
of Willow Glenn.5 Tubman Long married a daughter of James 
Weems, Jr., who, in the eighteenth century, may have owned the 
property on which Willow Glenn is located. 

Aubrey Land, "The Planters of Colonial Maryland," Maryland 
Historical Magazine, Vol. 67 (summer 1972) , 109-128T~ 

2Eugene Cordell, Medical Annals of Maryland 1799-1899, Balti­
more: 1903, 4 6 0 - T B T : ; 

3Calvert County Deeds, Liber SS #1 folio 450. 

Chancery Papers #6501, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland 
5Major J,J. Albert and Major J. Kearney, Map of Patuxent and 
St. Mary's Rivers, Maryland,' Survey 1824, for the Secretary of 
War, Washington: 1837. 



, CT-34 
9. MAJOR EHBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

PRIMARY SOURCES: 

Hal l of Records , Annapo l i s , Maryland 

Albert, Maj. J.J. and Maj. J. Kearney. Map of Patuxent and St. 
Mary's Rivers Maryland, Survey 1824, for t h e S e c r e t a r y of 
War. Washington: Bureau of Topographical Engineering, 1837 

Assessment of 1783. 

L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 0 D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T OP A P R O P E R T Y 

' D O F L E * S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

C O R N E R L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

Dooroei Minute* Second* Degree* Minutes Second* Degrees Minute* Second* Degree* Minutos Second* 

NW j . o 3 0 i . 8 • 7 6 0 3 8 • 2 0 » 

NE 32o 30 • 28 - 76° 37- 49» 
SE 32° 30 > 00 - 76° 37- 50-

.. H-J 3.2" 3Q ' QQ" 76° 38- 2__ 
A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 1 ft 7 K a C T - f a C ! 
L IST A L L S T A T S S AND C O U N T I E S FOR P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E OR C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

S T A T R i C O D E C O U N T Y COUt . 

S T A T E l C O D E C O U N T Y . COUt ' 

S T A T S i COD~c" C O U N T ~ Y 7 C O P f 

S T A T S l ' C O D E C O U N T Y l CODE 

1 NAME AND TITLE] 

Nancy M i l l e r and Paul Brinkman 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N D A T E 

Maryland H i s t o r i c a l T r u s t (August 17, 1972 
5 T B E J T AND N U M D E R ; 

2525 Riva Road 
C I T Y OR TOWNl STATE. COI3E 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 | 24 
[12, "STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION""" . NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the deslRnstod StutQ l.loluon Officer for the Nn-
, , . , , . _ A . r in-r /1-. i . i . t 1 he ruby -•rtify that this properly in Included its the 

tloruil Historic PreservnttoO Act of P)hfi (Public I.HW —*-"»« 
K')>r.r.S)% I hereby nominate this property lor inclusion H-Uwul Kenlster. 
in the NutUmsl ReuUtisr und certify Ihut it bun been 
ovuluitti-d ticeordiun to the erlteriu und procedures not 

forth by the Nuttonttl Ptirk Service. The recommended 
Chltil, Office of Archeology utut Historic t'wsorvutloti 

level of stftnidennus m this noimnution in: 
Nulionul P Stutu Jfl l.ocui |. | 

Name 
Orlando Ridout IV -''>'. 

Tim S t a t e L ia i son Off ice r for 
the S t a t e of Maryland 

Dule lJ»te 

GP 0 ft 0 1 .0 » "I 



CT-34 
Form 10.300o UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR | S T A T E 

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE M a r y l a n d 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY 

' INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM C a l v e r t 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

. ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

(Continuation Sheet) 
<7Vumb«r a l l ontrlaa) 

#9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES continued 

Calvert County Land Records. 

Chancery Papers and Records. 

Debt Books. 

Maryland Directory. Baltimore: J. Frank Lewis, 1880. 

Patents. 
"1 

Rent Records. 

The State Gazette and Merchants' and Farmers' Directory for Mary­
land and the District of Columbia. Baltimore: Sudler, 
Drysdale and Purnell, 1871. 

SECONDARY SOURCES: 

Cordell, Eugene. Medical Annals of Maryland. 1799-1899. Balti­
more: Williams and Wilkins, 1903. 

Stien, Charles Francis. History of Calvert County. N.D.: The 
Author, 1960. 



addenda- to "Willow Glen" 

The outbuildings at Y<*ilic--" Glen fcra a eotwles ~hich along v;ith the main 

house dce.r.=nt plantation life in both the 13th and 19th Centuries. The nost 

significant ox these outbuildings is the tobacco barn located southwest of the 

house neat to Barsto"" Road. 

In his 1300 T-SSJ." on the Culture and Cor^erce of Tobacco, '.7illia_- Tathara 

stated that --"•on;, the various t pes of tob-cco hous.s he observe! while in 

Virginia "the nost crdiner, hinds consist of tv/o square pens built out of logs," 

The building which T than /joss or. to describe is nearly a perfect description 

of the tr-.-cture at Tillow Glen. 

The t.vo pens thera -:re .ale out of notched lops and placed on a line with 

each other Jt the opposite -_:;-;.-err.ee of an oblon ; srpaare with a space beinj 

lift in' St..-can lar.9 enough to accorr.:oia-~ a wagon. The two structures share 

a cemon roof (as is evidenced by the plates) and when s .en. from within the 

no ".em structure which now houses ther, appear raite like the drawing provided 

""n^ pens at billow Glen are twenty feet square which is one of t.vo sizes 

nentioned by Tatha. » .%1JO sfentionsd in the Jssa.y ari the doors c-;t into each of 

the si'es vhich forn the passageway and "sticks of bob ceo" are iiung in four 

foot tic 3, The only noticeable difference betv/een V.'illow Glen, and the 1300 

descuip ~.ion is that ths cent r passageway which appear^ to be narrower t.ian • 

the .vi-"-'.-. of a sin.;la ?en in the Tatr.an Jra.vir.s, is identical to the width of 

a sir.ple 3.1 at billow "lea. The length of the entire structure then is Sixty 

feet. (~oe attached plan.) 

-err.ee


or~3H 

Pegs 2 

A j.".ar. rovidir..; for =:.*j^rs pena ~-;\de ol' logs sepurated by an open 

passageway, cut having a con ::;n roof apparently cons t i tu tes so-ewhat of an 

.'isusricsn t rad i t ion* I t la pointed out by H. Morrison, T. v.'aternan and others 

that in the ear ly 13th Century. The "dog-run" was a co:~non plan for log cabins 

in Virginia and Torth Carolina. Iliiius the chirnneys, windows and chinking 

necessary for a .~.ouse, or.e car. s e that the tv.'o plans are i d e n t i c a l . The 

tobacco burr, a t .Villow Glen thus 3h0i?3 tha t a coaraoa plan for log construct ion 

sufficed for both house and barn. 

Assuring tha t Fatha&'s observations in Virginia in the 1790's are 

applicable to Southern Llaryland, and there i s l i t t l e reason not to s ince both 

were ti<?ew_ter rcbacco cu l t / r e s which huve exhibited ffi&rsy s i m i l a r i t i e s in other 

aro-s of a r ch i t ec tu re , we aay s';e the double-pen tobacco house .t VTiiiow Glen 

as on: of the very fg remaining examples of v/hat was once a eownon type . This 

s ignif icance i s fuather reinforced when one considers the importance of such 

a s t ruc ture to the tobacco pvoce s which -.van in i t s e l f a determining fac to r 

in 1Sth Century tiiev»ater socie ty . 





PRELIMINARY RSPORT ON WILLOW GLEN 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l D e s c r i p t i o n ; 

An a r c h i t e c t u r a l r e p o r t on tha hou39 a t Willow Glen i s prematura a t t h i s 
t i n e s i n e s a c c e s s to t h e i n t e r i o r has y e t t o be ga ined. 

The e x t e r i o r has been examined a long wi th the grounds, and t h e r e i s much 
t o r e p o r t t h e r e e 

Except f o r t h e documents concerning Tubman Long, I can f ind l i t t l e t o 
d i s a g r e e wi th i n t h e Na t iona l R e g i s t e r form on Willow Glen. A b r i c k wi th t h e 
name "W. H. Lon*jB was observed on the e a s t f acade , and a dated b r i c k H l807B 

was seen on t h e south s i d e a long with t h e i n i t i a l s "E. F»* Flemish bond b r i c k 
wi th glazed headers was s t i l l be ing used i n t h e e a r l y Nine teenth Century , 
however, when compared f o r a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s with c e r t a i n Annapol is 
houses , t h e Mid-Eighteenth Century b u i l d i n g d a t e a s c r i b e d to Willow Glen by 
the Maryland H i s t o r i c a l T r u s t seems r e a s o n a b l e . 

Support f o r an E igh teen th Century b u i l d i n g da te e x i s t s i n t h e o u t b u i l d i n g s 
as w e l l , severa l of which e x h i b i t hardware such sa loop-end , forged s t r a p 
h i n g e 3 . The most n o t a b l e of t h e o u t b u i l d i n g s i s t h e tobacco ba rn l o c a t e d south 
of t h e house nex t to Barstow Road. According to the Tatham e33ay of 1500 

(An H i s t o r i c a l and P r a c t i c a l Essay on t h e C u l t u r e and Commerce o f Tobacco, 
Tatham, William, London, 1800) , t h e most common form of tobacco house which was 
observed dur ing h i s t o u r of Vi rg in ia i n t h e 1790*9 was t h e "double l o g pen ." 
rha survey has noted seve ra l examples of t y p e s of tobacco housas desc r ibed by 
Tatham, but t h e i n t e r i o r of t h e tobacco barn a t Willow Glen i s t h e f i r 3 t 
example of t h e double l o g pen.. 

Located i n t h e southwest and s o u t h e a s t c o r n e r s of t h e barn a r e two 
2C- foo t - square pens made ou t of roughly hewn l o g s which a r e notched on t h e 
ends and l a i d upon one a n o t h e r . These pens a r e on the o p p o s i t e ends o f a 
r e c t a n g l e 60 f e e t l o n g , and they share e common roof. According to Tatham 
t h i 3 s t r u c t u r e was o r i g i n a l l y l e f t open with no s i d i n g , and t h e c e n t r a l 
passageway accommodated wagona. 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h e t o t a l complex a t Willow Glen i s g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d 
by t h e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of t h i s double pen tobacco house . Based upon t h e Tatham 
es say and M o r r i s o n ' s s e c t i o n on l o g c o n s t r u c t i o n i n t h e E igh teen th Century , 
t h i s i s one of t h e few b a r n s t h u s f a r recorded where an E igh teen th Century 
c o n s t r u c t i o n da te seems t o be any th ing more than a hunch. 

An i n q u i r y a t t h e Maryland H i s t o r i c a l T r u s t i n d i c a t e s t h a t through an 
addendum to t h e Nat ional R e g i s t e r form, t h i s may become t h e f i r s t Maryland 
tobacco barn on t h e National R e g i s t e r . 

Nat iona l R e g i s t e r s t a t u s i s reason enough to g r a n t Willow Glen t h e 
p r o t e c t i o n of fe red to h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t i n g . There i s l i t t l e doubt t h a t t h e 
house and o u t b u i l d i n g s a r e impor tan t examples of e a r l y Maryland a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

S t i l l needed b e s i d e s a more coap le t e examinat ion o f the hou3e i s more 
Knowledge about cha in of ownership. Research gathered thua f a r i n c l u d e s t ha 
Weems, Lon^a, and Jonea with on ly sketchy d a t e s . 
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item 3: 

i . F i r s t mention of Weems C. 17^0 ' s , i . e . , probate records and p. 551 
Stein. 

2 . F i r s t reference which places thea i n the v i c i n i t y of Willow Glen i s 
unpatented c e r t i f i c a t e #151^0 r "Wean's Delight ," surveyed May 5l» , 
1769, 224 a c r e s / 

Dons for John Weemse 

Surveyor mentions i t as part of "Godsgraee* and as "unimproved* except 
for orchardg containing apple, cherry, and peach t r e e s . 

5 . Next mention i s i n Caveat Papers #0240 which document a boundary 
dispute between John We eats and H. Reynolds. Papers and maps are 
dated 1795 and 1796* We eats owned "Dodsdale Manor" (Dowasdale, 
Dswesdale, Dud swell, Dowesdell), and Reynolds owned "Abbington. * 

These two t r a c t s appear together in various t ransac t ions for the next 
100 years, i . e . , Liber 1/551* Aueust 27, 1816, and Liber 5/2^5, June 19, 
1877. 

Note; Both the 1769 c e r t i f i c a t e and the 1796 boundary dispute contain 
asps showing the land i n question to be the area of land between 
"Hunting Creek" and "Raasey Creek," then called "Abbington Creek" and 
"Baggby's Creek" (see ASH 529 for or ig inal grant called "Baggbey" and 
p l a t s , Box 2k, FLD 11) . "Baggbey" was once pa r t of "Godsgracs" 
northwest of "Bigger" ( i b i d . ) . 

I t i s yet unclear i f Willow Glen could have been on "Dodsdale." 
Neighboring t r a c t s are mentioned in the two references maaZiene*!, and 
these involved the Weens, Ballards, and Long3 mentioned i n the 
National Regis ter form for Willow Glen. The3e a re "Newington,* 
"Henry Chew," "Abbington," and "Tansy's Reserve." 

a. "Newington" 

Mentioned as adjoining "Dodsdale" i n Deposition #5 i n the 
1796 boundary dispute between John We etas and H. Reynolds. 

The e a r l i e s t reference found for "Newington" was a deed 
dated March 6, 1737 between Marquis3 and Watson, Liber 1/52. 

Libar 1/59, August 1, 1792, Gibson to Preeland. 

Liber 1/462, May 6, 1315, Ballard to Ballard, "Newingtoa" 
and "Henry Ch9w" together. 

Liber 2/25, November 18, IS65, Dixon to Dixon. 

The 1735 tax assessment shows three persons as owning par t s 
of "Newington. " They a re : Jeremiah Cox, 218 ac re s ; 
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Williaa Allain (husband of Sarah Wsaaa AHein) , 159 a c r e s , 
"Newington" and "Hanry Chew"; Levin Ballard, 155 acrea 
(see National Register fo ra ) . 

b» "Henry Chew" 

Passing in and out of the hands of Ballards and Allexns*. 
The h i s to ry of t h i s property i9 soaewhat confusing. 

Liber 1/215: 

August 2 , 1731» Levin Ballard to Sarah Weea3 Allain 
and husband, C. 78 acres . 

The 178^ tax assessment shows "Henry Chew" and pa r t 
of "Newington" to be i n the possession of William 
All sine 

November lk. 1795* Levin Ballard buys 15 acrea cal led 
"Henry Chew" from Dan Rawlings of Prince Georges County* 

Liber 1/214 shows "Henry Chew" passing froa Alle in to 
Rawlings* 

c, "Taney's Reserve" 

Known to have bordered Willow Glen and to have been owned 
by Tubaan Long in 1329. 

d. "Abbington" 
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The h i s t o ry of thesa proper t ies i s s igni f icant in tha t i t shows the Wseas 
Family as owners 3t one time or another of several propert ies in the v i c i n i t y 
between 1765 and 1796. Shown aa well i s a re la t ionship between the Weems and 
33l lard3 which becomes s igni f icant l a t e r in the Nineteenth Century when a 
r e l a t i onsh ip between the Ballards and Longs develops aa well . 

The National Register form for Willow Glen says tha t the farm "may have 
been named a f t e r Levin Ballard who bought property in the area in 1552 from 
the e s t a t e of Tubman Long." The aforementioned tax assessment Bhows a Levin. 
Ballard a t "Nowington* in 1735 

as a neighbor to the Weems, and Liber 1/215 
shows 3allard se l l ing land to Sarah Weems AHein and her husband two years 
before. 

A re la t ionsh ip between Levin Ballard (assuming i t to be the same man o r 
h i s son) and Tubman Long i s seen in documents contained in Chancery Papers 
#6501. 

May 16, 1825, indenture between Long, Ballard, and 
Joseph Reynolds. 

September 28, Long s e l l s to Reynolds and Gustavus Weems 
negroes, horses, e t c . from h i s "planta t ion." 

November 6, 1828, indenture l i s t s Longfs proper t ies 
which include part of "Gods Graces Levels" bought from 
Thomas Gantt. 

The National Register form s t a t e s tha t Long married a Wee-as, and an l82Q's 
2-ap ind ica tes a Long l i v ing in a house on the locat ion of Willow Glen* Chancery 
Papers #6501 show Tubman Long as a financially troubled man in the 1820'a borrowing 
money and s e l l i ng property to pay debts . Levin Ballard and others thU3 wind 
up with much of Long'3 property. The 1825 indenture, however, mentions Long's 
residence being purchased from E. Ryon. The 1828 indenture shows t ha t to be 

"Partnership" and say3 t h a t i t i s "now occupied by Tubman Long a s h i s resideaeee* 
This would suggest that between 1823 and 1828 a t least.Tubman Long was not 
l i v ing a t Willow Glen, o r i f he was, an ea r ly name of Willow Glen wee 
"Par tnership ." 
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Willow Glen Tobacco Barn 
Barstow Road 
Prince Frederick Vicinity 
Calvert County, Maryland 

Willow Glen Tobacco Barn is located on the east side of Barstow Road approximately 

half a mile from the eighteenth-century dwelling associated with the property. The barn 

measures roughly sixty by twenty feet and consists of two log pens separated by an aisle 

that was originally open. The original pens of Willow Glen were constructed with 

saddle-notched round logs. This tobacco barn configuration was once very common in 

Virginia and Maryland in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. A shed was added to 

the barn's east elevation at a later date and the barn was enclosed with vertical board 

siding. Willow Glen could date as early as the mid-eighteenth century. 
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For additional documentation of this resource see the "Southern Maryland Tobacco 
Barn Project"; call number FRR Mary 21 
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